of Mainz, Freiherr von Ketteler, defined the task of the
Centre Party as being to provide the Catholics with the
right that " being neither led astray nor diminished even
in the new Germany ", they should be able to live in
accordance with their faith, and not be dependent upon
the caprice of a hostile majority. When the Vatican council
declared the infallibility of the Pope in matters of faith
and morals, the German Bishops bowed to the decree;
many university professors refused to recognize the idea
of infallibility and the Centre demanded the removal of
the doubters. Bismarck regarded this as an attempt on
the State from without and he gave the Liberals full support
in attacking the Centre, with the result that the schools
were freed from Catholic control, the State being given
also the right to prohibit the appointment of priests, to
prescribe the education of clergy in German High Schools
and Universities, and it finally deprived the Pope of
criminal jurisdiction over the clergy in the Reich. An
Imperial law was passed forbidding the clergy to attack
the State during divine service, and the expulsion of the
Jesuits was decreed by Imperial ordinance. The moral
of the Rultitrkampf was " State and Church must come to
an understanding ".
The Centre Party, originally founded by men of Conserva-
tive outlook, grew rapidly and became in the 'eighties a
Party of the discontented masses, acquiring more than a
hundred representations in the Reichstag. The agri-
culturists, who up to the 'seventies had voted pre-
ponderantly Liberal, looked gradually to the Centre
Party to represent their class and to protect their interests,
and so gradually the Centre took on two distinct colours,
and in post-war Westphalia it was always Conservative,
while in neighbouring Rhineland a strong Liberal tendency
was noticeable. Franz von Papen was automatically drawn
into membership of the Centre Party because, first of all,
he was a Catholic and it seemed the obvious Party for
him, and what was perhaps more important, he was a
very close friend of Geheimrat Herold, himself a strict
conservative farmer who owned and cultivated large tracts
of land, the leader of the Westphalian section of the Party.
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